Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.074; wR factor = 0.235; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.3.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 14 H 14 N 2 , contains two independent molecules with slightly different conformations; the dihedral angles formed by aromatic rings in the two molecules are 73.2 (1) and 75.0 (1) . Intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the molecules into chains extended in the [100] direction.
Related literature
For general background, see Bourget-Merle et al. (2002) . For a related crystal structure, see Surma et al. (1988) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The asymmetric unit of (I) contains two independent molecules (Fig. 1) , denoted A and B. The N=C bond lengths in both molecules (Table 1 ) agree well with the corresponding values reported for similar compounds (Surma et al., 1988) . The conformations of the two independent molecules are slightly different. In molecule A, the mean plane N3/C22/N4 makes dihedral angles of 85.3 (1) and 21.5 (1)° with phenyl rings C16-C21and C23-C28, respectively. In molecule B, the mean plane N1/C8/N2 makes dihedral angles 86.8 (1) and 18.2 (1)° with phenyl rings C2-C7 and C9-C14, respectively.
In the crystal, intermolecular N-H···N hydrogen bonds (Table 1) link the molecules into chains extended in direction
[100].
All experiments were performed under an atmosphere of pure argon using Schlenk apparatus and a vacuum line, unless otherwise stated. The solvents used were of reagent grade or better and were freshly distilled under dry dinitrogen and degassed prior to use. Slowly added PhCN(1.03 g,10 mmol)to the solution of compound o-methyl-PhNHLi (1.13 g,10 mmol) in hexane (ca 40 ml)at -0°C., and then stirred for further 12 h.Add it to cold water, and then use chlorform to extract organic phase.The organic phase was slowly concentrated and get the crystal of the title compound.
Refinement
The H atoms were positioned geometrically and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with N-H = 0.86 Å, C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, and U iso = 1.2-1.5 U eq (parent atom).
Figures Fig. 1 . Two independent molecules of (I) showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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